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23 I'niver{all liberty of C91. 


*- 
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: £* [ctence, 14 an univeriall hb:r. 
G Ac 


» Iy to Sinto maintaine He. 
refie, to praftiſe Hdolatry, 
to yent Blaſphemy; in a 


word, an univerſali liberiy ro diſhenony 
God,under pretence of Srrving tum, ad 
to damme ones own [oule irrecoverably, 
( un':\ſe ev:ry one may b< fi ved by his 
own Religion,though never ſo faſt) and 
to hezard (as much 2$ men can) the 
Carmnigonof ruliutes of orke s, why 


——— 


ffrinee, 
XNer c44 1 elt19*they avree with 
My. Þ. that cither 19 a fartion- 
lar Con-regation, er Synodvcail 
Government of ſeveral Chur- 
ches, there necde any, either 
bend, 4s nt to part upon 0cca- 
fion + or ſuch carriage of things 
by Yote as ſhould become apreſ- 
ſure wpon weake Conſciences , 
with which though weake and 
exrenious ) wee are taught by 
Scripture #8 beare. 


And 


- -ray be mfected by uct poyſuntuil No. 


No Conlcience deſ-rves 0 be 
Called W ate, but that which 
hol!s the tuu 1darron truely, 
though wezkeiv, ond withall 
cCX 1+ fTes che power of Crnn.- 
(c1eace im wh-r ever it hoids, 
walking accor-ing to the Rules 
of Piaty avd Horeſty ecknow- 
ledged. How ſhz'] | belecyo 
tha: man acts or forbeares, pro- 
feſſes, or denies ou: of Conſci. 
ence (though we:k )who in un. 
den:able n a'ters hach put away 
Conſcience, or {cared nt 7 

z 


ts, I. 


The Letter. 


And mm truth if it 

ſadly meiched 
that rhe Dit, tes of 
oh: Conſeie nce 4re 
220: Like theſe of owr 


( 3 ) Animadvertions. 


I doe not unferfand how i 1s (aid a ma 
can ſubmit hi Rea'en ( any more then his Cons 
ſcrrmer) to an outward povey ; | may d« fil-nr, 
bas m. R-aſsn 18 mwoclubyiiic!, when | fears 
an outward power : Allo, 15 R061 a rnans Rea 
ſon applie to matters of Con'cc..ce, th: Fre 
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p #* in E UP ' = , ' 3 
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cf y; ng 4-1 (94 Cleve r; ads trans me earn incl 
tf Wil az tact part of 4 nw d man alih Ged 
AJ y ' TV if J j _ "= 
deil Mg while clarmsc ts [4 1 Cl, E Cadliltsd ne nof 
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{0 h.mijclfe , the Cr cencetytithe Corfoirrnc: bono mie 


it might 11- 
wvite ail Chri- 


ftians to wvin- 


Arcate one 4110- 
thers C on(ci- 
wic's from er- 
rors b: power ful 
compulſion of 
nods Word, but 
rot by outw 11A 
puniſhmes, is 8 
compell ths to 
Pat which is 


not 


ail ihefe, a: rein geo Rohgion; ho, of a mans 
cupicies ce 5 ut be whotiy lef to the ro»erfull 
com puilion of Cod Wort, why nota mansRege 
ſon or yl allo, wichou:. Ferr g to either the 
violence vf ourward power ” 

H ret 1s Obeetied That it # wot to be coms- 

ll:d to th.t Which w mot 19 it « 89912 power. 

Anſ. \ ne worc, comp-ting, bing mſtaken 
in regard of the endot ur, d- cerycs, Or elie this 
Aſſertion 1» very da: grrous, Fir, 1, The puniſhe 
ment is not tO c« mpell co put away of dexy 
Con'ctience but ether ro ſtudy, or receivo 
meanes of Inttrution10 [ati fic Cox'cizxce, Or 
to fortearc ſpreading in Ergor, which would per- 
ve't S+«ules, or breede pubiicks difturbance, And 
this Comyu fivn may (if you }:it fo ro diftmguiſh) 
be fayd to b-'applicable rather rq the Realon or 
Will. th-n to the Conſcierice, unlefle you wall 
ſuppuſe the Conſcience to be ſo per mprery, as 
t& C-aclute, that all is but deluGon that © 1 be 
{aid againit it, aad lo violent, as none upon earth 

A 2 may 


The Letter. (4) Animadverſtons. 


wot i their may command them fierce, Which kinde of 


own power, 


but it muſt 
be (by our 
OWne con- 
feſhon) 

though a 
truth in it 


felfe, yet it 
is a {inne in 
them. 


Conſcience l Care be boi to lay, the Apoſtie ha'! 

pot in h1s minde, when he gave Rules about we.th- 
Conſciences, Nor can you ceſcribe mee & porter; 7 
or e1llfull Cenſcicnce it chis be tro be counte4 
weake, 2.1t no man may be panijacd, for that Whic! 
is net in his owne power, 1: How ten, 1s an ha- 
bituated Theite , Drankard, Swearer, &c, pu- 
niſhed, of whom we cconfteiſe, that he cannot leave 
it? 2: How doth God juſtly puniſh che Repro- 
bate, 1 Whoſe poWer ſurely ( Ciod not giving 
him grace) even Pe/a7i:75 himlelfe durit nor (ay, 
it was to convert him!cife, 

It is againe obietted, we confeſs, though the thin; 
be truth in it ſelfe, yet it 15 @ Stnne in 1hews, 

But is it not a Swe als to deny Truth, to for- 
beare duty, to ſpeake and 2* 2gainſt both 7 The way 
then to free the man from Sine, i: ro inftruRt him; 
and if he be froward and will norreceive [n{trution, 
then to perſwade him by ſome punizzr:nt, ro be (o 
humble and wiſe, as ro hearken; yer noc torce him co 
a, or profeſſe, till he be wſtruted, Only it his opi- 
nion or prattice, ſrt lik: 4 Cangrene (28 the A- 
poſtles phraſe is) a Reſtraint may be, and ſhould be 
pur upon that mn, even th2 while Inſtruftion is of. 


f , 


ering, 
And thouth e. E acknowledge Charity and Humility to be 
Very MANS pay- great vereues ; But Fa:th ruſt nos þe forgorren 
ticular Zeale ts ©mong Chriſtians, without which-a man cannot 


bi owne fan- 
cies, hath al- 


moſt ſwallowed 


be a Chriftian at all | nor Zeal?, without which a 
man ſhajl be ſpewed our of Chriſts mouth. | 
would be charitable ro a [c, or T arke, or Ar7i- 
a»; Burt if my Faith condernne mor their opini- 


thoſe two beftof ons as damvable, I have no 3r"e Faith in Chrilt ; 
Chriftian ver- And if my Zeale can endure their blaſphemy a- 
tues, and true geinit Chrift, I am not ſo refpettive ro bim as 
badges of Chri- would beto the honour of my Prince, of even 


of my ſ{clfe: Nor yer doe love their Soules ( or 


flraniey, others 


(5) Animadver ſions. 


others whom they will endangerif ler alone) fo 
much as I doe a wgns Horſes or Oxen, winch I 
will neither ſuffer infeRious Cartlero come a- 
mongſt,nor yer to be ſtolne without puniſhmear. 
In matters of doubciuil dilpurations, Humility 
doth well not a6 obcrude any opinion too pe. 
remprorily, But Religion allowes no Sceptici/me 
under pretence of Hamility, in matters of mo- 
menr, And the beſt Charity, us to ſecure others 
Soles, and labour to regaine the Erring, by in- 


oo 
I he Letrer. 

franity, Cha- 
rity ad Hi. 


f1:17t\ . 
® 


trution, ſeconded with all other metives. 


| it Naturall Reaſon, rhe 
Rules of common civill- 
tte, and T.ecx Talionis, 
night fully teach ws to be 
th;t to others, which wee 
corrld wth others toward 
7s, the Tables being tr- 
ned . and 1 dare boldly ſay, 
{hat there is not a Sect now 
ar:on7 (f its , that if they 
m.y not tyrrannize over 
al! the other nine, would 
ne* thinke their truth 
' whatſoever in it ſelf) fit 
tobe tollerated, and how, 
; but from an inſolent 0- 
ver-valuing our owne 
thoughts) cax any of vs 
deny, that priviledge to 0- 
thers, which wee claime 
from others as juſt « 


As for natural Reaſon, common 
Civility, and Lex taliens, the T ables 
being turned; | ſay ina word, As it1s 
my cuty to ſoffer for trmth, if 
God call me ro x; and my duty 
t9 fight for the trmth, it God call me 
co that. So 1s it noleſſe my duty 


to w/c the SWord of Fuſftice 10 vindi- 


cats the truth, and Gods honour,and' 


Soules Safery ( according to the 
method afore expreſt ) if God have 
intruſted me with that Sword allo. 
And in concluſion, he ſpake like a 
wiſe man, that ſaid, It tr better to 
live in that Common Wealth, where 
nothing 14 lawſull, then where cuery 
thing, Apply this co Religion, and 
you have m7 —_— fubſcri- 
bing i thus, ive among 
Bonn amogſt whom xorhing 
of the true Religion is ſufſered, then 
any where in the world axong af 
Raigions ſuffered. 


A3 An 


(6) 


An Extract of another Letter before the (ending 
of the former Animadver ſions. 


The Letter. Antmadverſions, 
x Ame {orr: fo ſee that 19 141 - Game, I would farne hs 
* , {4 xr wed A / % 
ter of Coy{crince you ſend m2 nt ined how [049 [1 


- mit my Rea/on, more this »: 
ht Amthortty : $4 irs j9 and Cotllivare ” Alb. Ard 
Will are my owne, thongh not alla how 1 wav fubmi my 
t0 conſent, yet to be !Tmbmitied by Will, anl:fſein things ind; Fo. 
me to Antherity, b-t the Con- reg, or in Suffecmgs 2 


ſcience & Goes pecnul:ar ? 
which to offend thou ' Iris indeed a Sin to off nd confince, 
| | they» Orr Omen, BY lt is Rilu i /3axe £1 
; act according to that erronenrucgs One 
and if a ſine 1m-me ts cc: Tg 7 who [vers fox up. 
doe it, 1 cinmmor FOncerve — v1. brocher, is runiey, as Gell 25 he 
#4 leſſe 'n them. that by tha rompts or fo "A TI to ſw; bat ko 
any kinde or degree of that «ff:rs to :exch him, aud forces hing 
perſecution 5 $erpt 0r to no more, but (9 herken, and cuiuticer, 
force me. or to forb-are infecting others, ts lo 
farre trom rempr'» g him to ſine, war he 
betray es his ano wihers iGUgy, ropecher 
wich Ciodst un, fhe doe cnor, 


The Biſhops. #þ0J 4 Wee ( and ni« the Bifops onely ) for- 


conſcientions frzht of Joo m__ —_ $9, nOt Ing 
ro 4 vt 4 : E 
erronrs frlooke ome C-ught other err«.u's. bur - vB be 


cauſe its Authority Was ar Erroyy, end (0 

Romes authority » was the Biſh»ps Awchoricy (90, though 

wee npon th: like (ome of the men were, and are yel very 
rennds have outcd Orthgc ox? in other points : but now 

the Biſhops, 4c ainft PL mb Antheority is aſſumed by any as 

whay the ercateſt 8b - they uturyped, ; 

qection was that which | 

we wow allow not 0- Ir 

thers io make; And | 


erre8: 6145 15 4 S nncQ: 


Letter. 


and that unparti- 
4l!. free, UNnN:nyUZzeC- 
[:d r112!l of truth, 
which we thought 
1isftly dexicd to 
us from the 
Biſhops, wee zow 
a unjuſtly and 
Þ [hop like deny to 


oth YS, 


(7) Animadverſtons : 


I: was not the Axthoriry of the Biſhops ( as 
Biſhops) bur the g1yranny 1 ſome ( of muſt ) of 
them, that denyed us 41 anpariiall, free, 14- 
mxxcled tryall of truth (as your phrate 13) bu: th 8, 
qu4renes Tyrann'cail, muſt only referre co thoſe 
truthes which Proteftanis differ in, nor to thoſe 
wh:ch are vitalls of Chriſtianicy, For if by an ww 
partial free, unzwyzled tryall of truth, we mean 
s liberty publicke to diſpute Wh. they Chri't be 
Gol? or the Soule immortell ? we neve ©: mplaie 
ned that chis liberry was denyed, which eanuos 
be granted, withour enduring blaſphemy, and 


h:zarding many ſouler, 


Treth amen theſe that 
(an 1inderſtand and appre- 
hend it, hath a \uduing 
power b-yondthe whip, 
and in thoſe tat under - 
ana not, the whip may 
prrhaps breede 4 ſubmi(- 
ſon. but not po[s:bly, that 
ſent, Fnowledge, and 
ta:th, withoutwhieh adti- 
6:15 moſt conformable to 
truth, are yet in 1s but 
hune, 


1 read in the Scriptures many ex- 
cellext Rules of bearing, not offen- 


lc is certaine that ry»#tb apprehended 
ſubazes moſt flrorgly, ui it 15 all » cer= 
carne, thac, vexaiie at intcicttuwms The 
rodde and reproofe give Wi dim, Prov, 
29.15, And it 14 Uuademiable '» ta 1n rea- 
ſon and experience, that by t-rcuig a man 
to ſtudy, he may be ſubdued to and by 
truth, that would have {corned ut ecernale 
ly, if yoar whippe had not taught him 
b:iter man:.crs, 

Yer I fav ih!l No man ſhould be for. 
ced toatt without faith, but nnely to grve 
juſt proofe, chat he 15 willing ro receive 
truch, and co labour for u, and withall 
ro forbeare miſcheiving others, 

Th- FKaules cowards & 
Weahbe Conſcience are delive- 
red1n mer'ers of 1m. ﬀ YO» 


Cing, nOt JUCging, aot putting 4 
Rumbling block i# the way of thoſe 
for whom (thouzh perh aps weake 'nd 
crroaeons ) Chriſt dyed, cc. Iread 
2 T;91, 2.24, :5. That we fhould be 
entl-,art to teach,patient,in meeke- 
nefie rn\Irua'ng even them that 


poſe themſelves, 


J Ny 


and UChriſtan Lib::c by 
them not feene, no 1 114ts 
ters of greateſ® moment in 
Religion, ve mcekeneſſe 1s £0 
ba uled (by T eachers) even 
co ſuch as oproſe them- 
ſelves, bur by Governours, 
ſo much ſeverity withall, as 
their frowardn:lle, ant 0- 


thers danger call for, God 


The Letrer. 


Nay further, 
im» the Chrif leſus (all ſuffer per {ccmtior, But men that 


generalls 


word of God, that 
the followers of 
truth muſt ſut- 


($) Ammadverſions. 


[ find God indeed faith AH that will live goa in 
call for liberty of conſcience, doe in eff<& (ay 
that neicher godly nor ungodly may be made 
to luffer any thing, if they doe but pretend con- 
(cience, 


ker perſecution; 


but for their 
perſecnti- 
079 of 0- 
thers , or 
whipping 
men inro 


the truth, 
1 finde net- 
ther pre- 
cept mm 

Scripture, 


nor exam- 
ple any 

where elſe 
but at Rome 


Ipray pardon this digreſſi- 
01, in which 1 am if erro- 
#015 ) yet impartiall 7» 
what concernes m2,not be- 
mg neither Browniſt nor 
Anabaptiſt, but wiſhing 
theſe abeins among us,who 
Joyn with us in one Chriſt/- 
an aud one Common liberty. 


As for periccuting ( or Whippiog) men iato the truth, 
There be examples and preeepts to0, more chen one mn 
the old Teſtamenr, { and i: were intuſtice ro louke for 
them in the New Teftamenr, which mentions no godly 
or chriſtian Magitrates as : nor any one name but 
the converted Srrgius Panzer, AT, 13. norany Cuty of 
M ajeftrates, bur char, Koms. 13, of nor bearing the Sword 
in vaine &c: ) The prec*pr againſt the faiſe Prophec, 
Deut. 13, And the whole Cicy ſeduced co Idolarry; 
and agaivit Blaſphemy, Lev. 24, and giving their Seed 
ro Moloch, Lev.20.2, And the example of Eliah\leying 
the Prophets of Baall. 1 Ksxgs 18, who yet atted accor- 
ding to their conſciences apparently : and A/a's cove» 
nant that whoever would nt ſeeke God ſhould be pur 
to death;and 7oſiahs compelling them to ſerve God: and 
yer no doubt many conſciences (till cleaved to their 
Idolls, and fo the ſtory and the Prophers aſſure us. Rome 
then did not introduce this; but abuſes ir againſt the 
truth which was ordayned for x. 

As you are impartial, ſo amT ſo mo- 
derate, as to wiſh an Anabaptiſt or * 
Browniſt lefſe puniſhment chen they 
wiſh mee, and dos fincercly wiſh them, ſo 
long a being among vs (I meane their 
perſons) as is nece{l;cy ro convince | 
them -of their errours, provided that *? 
they will ſhew thry fizcerely ſeeks ? 
truth, and forbeare {-./vcing ochers, 2 
but not other\W:{e. 
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